
 

 

Personalized medicine holds promise for treat-
ing a host of diseases, particularly cancer. In the 
post-genomic era, the opportunities and chal-
lenges for medicine will be to understand dis-
ease mechanisms and pathophysiology before 
symptoms appear. Using genomic, proteomic 
and other “omics” we hope to predict risks, 
identify patient subtypes, and personalize treat-
ments based on the molecular characterization 
of diseases, as well as to predict treatment out-
comes. Molecular imaging is a field that reaps 
the fruit of discoveries in the understanding of 
the biological processes at the molecular level, 
with the spatial and time resolution dependent 
on the specific imaging technology employed. 
The ultimate goal in treating all human diseases 
is to treat patient with the right drug(s) at the 
right time, and monitor the therapeutic efficacy 
in a quantitative, non-invasive, and accurate 
manner in real time. In many clinical scenarios, 
this goal can only be achieved through molecu-
lar imaging.  
 
Molecular imaging is an extremely dynamic field 
of research and represents the convergence of 
multiple disciplines. Molecular imaging will ad-
vance with the cooperative efforts of biologists, 
chemists, engineers, medical physicists, clini-
cians, researchers from academia, pharmaceu-
tical industries, federal funding agencies, the 
Food and Drug Administration, among many 
others. Open access facilitates the timely and 

broad dissemination of groundbreaking discov-
eries that can advance molecular imaging and 
the translation to personalized medicine.  
 
The American Journal of Nuclear Medicine and 
Molecular Imaging (AJNMMI; ISSN: 2160-8407; 
http://www.ajnmmi.us/) is an open access jour-
nal, which allows instant, worldwide, and barrier
-free access to the full text of all published arti-
cles through internet access. The online-only 
format will shorten the time needed from accep-
tance of a manuscript to publication, and open 
access will allow readers from various research 
areas to access articles published in this journal 
for free. AJNMMI will be launched as a quarterly 
journal, and will gradually expand to a monthly 
journal over the next few years after it gains 
sufficient exposure and recognition in the scien-
tific community. 
 
AJNMMI is dedicated to the rapid publication of 
research findings in nuclear medicine and mo-
lecular imaging. The scope of AJNMMI encom-
passes all modalities of molecular imaging, in-
cluding but not limited to: positron emission 
tomography (PET), single-photon emission com-
puted tomography (SPECT), molecular magnetic 
resonance imaging, magnetic resonance spec-
troscopy, optical bioluminescence, optical fluo-
rescence, targeted ultrasound, photoacoustic 
tomography, Raman spectroscopy, multimodal-
ity imaging, among others. AJNMMI welcomes 

Am J Nucl Med Mol Imaging 2011;1(1):1-2 
www.ajnmmi.us /ISSN:2160-8407/ajnmmi1106000 
 

Editorial 
Launch of the American Journal of Nuclear Medicine and 
Molecular Imaging  
 
Belinda Seto1, Paula M Jacobs2, Abass Alavi3, Robert H Mach4, Chaitanya R Divgi5, Jeff W M Bulte6,  
Joseph C Wu7, Weibo Cai8 
 
1NIH, Bethesda, MD, USA; 2National Cancer Institute, Bethesda, MD, USA; 3University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 
PA, USA; 4Washington University in St. Louis, St. Louis, MO, USA; 5Columbia University, New York, NY, USA; 6The 
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD, USA; 7Stanford University, Stanford, CA, USA; 8University of Wisconsin-
Madison, Madison, WI, USA. 
 
Received June 1, 2011; accepted June 12, 2011; Epub August 3, 2011; Published August 15, 2011 



American Journal of Nuclear Medicine and Molecular Imaging  

 
 
2                                                                                                        Am J Nucl Med Mol Imaging 2011;1(1):1-2 

original and review articles on both clinical in-
vestigation and preclinical research.  
 
 Manuscripts published in AJNMMI are sub-
jected to peer-review and are expected to meet 
the most rigorous standards of academic excel-
lence. To ensure top-quality publications and 
cutting-edge science in AJNMMI, we have as-
sembled an exceptional Editorial Board which 
include leaders from the funding agencies (e.g. 
the National Cancer Institute), world-class uni-
versities, industry (e.g. GE Healthcare, Novartis, 
GlaxoSmithKline, etc.), and many other insti-
tutes/centers/agencies. Although the title of the 
journal includes “American”, this is by all means 
an international journal as evidenced by the 
representation of Editorial Board members from 
16 countries in North America, Europe, Asia, 
and Oceania. 
 
The initial idea of this exciting new journal was 
seeded during a Christmas Party at the end of 

2009. Fifteen months later in April 2011, the 
seed has germinated and the first invitation 
letters were sent to potential Editorial Board 
members on April 5th. In less than 2 months, 
we already have ~140 Editorial Board members 
to cover all areas of molecular imaging, which 
will ensure that manuscripts submitted to AJN-
MMI will be rigorously reviewed by multiple ex-
perts in the field. We are deeply touched by the 
whole-hearted support from the Editorial Board 
members, all of whom have many responsibili-
ties and yet they chose to support our journal. 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all of them for making the launch of AJNMMI 
possible. With such tremendous support and 
participation, we are confident that AJNMMI will 
soon become a leading journal in the field.  
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